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#GIFFONI50, THE ACADEMY AWARD-WINNING GLEN KEANE: 
“OVER THE MOON IS THE MOST INTENSE PROJECT OF MY CAREER”
This autumn Netflix will launch the animation film Over the Moon, directed by Academy Award-winning Glen Keane, who worked for Walt Disney for over forty years creating some of the most legendary characters for films such as Beauty and the Beast, The Little Mermaid and Rapunzel. The artist ended his international meeting of #Giffoni50 drawing some sketches of his creations during the live stream. The Festival director Claudio Gubitosi invited him to come back for the Festival in 2021, and to create one of his works of art to exhibit at the Multimedia Valley Museum. “I would be so happy - the artist answered enthusiastically - because Giffoni is an incredible project, able to encourage young people in their artistic inclination. Not everyone is so lucky to have such a person as my father who encouraged me, therefore finding such a stimulating environment is important. Giffoni reminds me of Fei Fei’s rocket to the moon in Over the Moon. The rocket is launched into space and makes you dream”.
The story of the new animation project revolves around a thirteen-year-old Chinese girl who wants to bring love back into her widowed father’s life. How does she do that? “She designs a device that allows you to reach the moon and meet the legendary goddess who lives there. It has been an actual labour of love - the Oscar-winner explains, answering some questions from the jurors of the international hubs form Greece, Macedonia and Bulgaria - it lasted three years, but above all, it has been an emotional journey that will really move you. There are eight beautiful songs, worthy of a musical, variously inspired, from Peter Pan to The Wizard of Oz. To me it is the most beautiful film that I have ever animated”.
In order to plunge into the enchanting atmosphere of the myth, Glen Keane travelled to China: “This is one of the great privileges of my job. I flew to Africa for Tarzan and I visited the French castles for Beauty and the Beast. That is how I plunge in this new dimension, a world poised between tradition and innovation. I got aboard the famous Maglev train, which travels at the speed of 470 km/h and fluctuates from one place to another, and even there I found inspiration for the design of Fei Fei’s rocket. The soul of the tale, though, is the pure concept of eternal love that the little girl wishes to blossom again in her father’s heart on the eve of his second marriage. These are the stories we like, the stories where the characters achieve the impossible”.
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